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INTRODUCTION 


SURVIVAL is the basic motive and urge 
of all living organism, — Man Animal, 
Plant, Society, Nation, Race or Planet, 
— from the moment of its inception 
until its death or disintegration. 

It consists of the ceaseless struggle 
against "progressive change of form'' 
(state of being) and the degree of your 
own survival, depends on how smoothly 
you adjust yourself to the changing con¬ 
dition surrounding you. 

Recognize,-“that you ore involuntarily 

engaged in the struggle for survival 
every minute of your life", and you will 
find it easier to join in some major or 
spontaneous survival effort confronting 
you, while with the Armed Forces. 

The Survival Manual 64-5, issued by the 
U. S. A. F., covers the general field so 
broadly, that we will confine ourselves 
in this Monograph to the DESCRIPTION, 
CARE and USE of 

SURVIVAL TOOL KIT, Airman's 
Ml L-S -8642C 
3 


























Combined SURVIVAL AXE AND SAW KIT 

MIL-S-664iC-Type I 
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THE SURVIVAL TOOL KIT 
MIL-S-8642C Type 1 


consists of an AXE-unit 
ond of o SAW-unit, each 
of which can be used 
and carried independent¬ 
ly or joined together 
quickly by means of the 

snap-buttons provided,- 

as shown on page 4. 
Either one or both are 
earned from the belt over 
the "right hip" for in¬ 
stantaneous draw in case 
of emergency. 

Core of Kit and Tools: 

1 . Keep the tools in their respective 
case and place when not in use 

2. Always keep cutting edges sharp. 

3. After use, wipe all ports clean 
with dry grass, pine needles, dry 
leaves or rags, to prevent rusting. 

4. Cover all metal parts with a thin 
coat of engine oil, cocoonut or can¬ 
dle nut oil, blubber or other un¬ 
salted fat. 

5. Brush or wash the carrying cases 
and hang up to dry, open side 
down, near safe heat or in the 
wind. 
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SURVIVAL AXE UNIT 
MIL-S-8642C - Typo II 
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THE SURVIVAL AXE-UNIT - Type II 

Consists of. 

Water repellent and mildew-resistant 
Canvas Zipper case A, with belthook for 
fastening to the standard army-eyelet 
belt, or to the Case of the Survival Saw 
Unit. 

The canvas case has a rust-proof brass 
wire mesh reinforcement sewed in the 
backfold, to proctect the bearer from the 
sharp Axe-edge 

The eyelets in the corners of the closed 
end permit the introduction of a legsling 
for use when bailing out or when swim¬ 
ming and to hang it up for drying. 
Within the above case A, you will find: 

B. The Survival Axe, 681 
C The Safety Sharpening Stone 
D. The Burning glass 
£. The 40“ nylon legstrap 
F . This instruction manual No . 1 4 — B 
G. Sharpening Manual No. 1 2 

KEEP YOUR PAL RAZORSHARP with 
the SAFETY SHARPENING STONE en¬ 
closed. 

Read and follow instructions in the spec¬ 
ial Monograph No. 12: 

"How To Sharpen Safely." 
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MAI WEIGHT 
TO PRODUCE KOMCmutf 



SURVIVAL AXE MIL-S-8642C - Typ«J| 
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THE SURVIVAL AXE 681 


is 14-5/8“long and weighs only 1 8 V 2 oz 
The long Axe-edge, concavely curved like 
the famous Ghurkas Kukri, produces a 
drawing cut and is used exclusively on 
the downstroke viz "toward the root" 
— from you. It will not glance off and 
should be wielded with a free wrist motion 
supplemented by a limber arm motion to 
develop maximum momentum on impact. 
The end of the axe-edge carries a blunt 
toe, as protection against stone bruises 
and as safeguard for the user. 

In the broadened Axe-head, a Bush hook 
is incorporated, made of an extra thin 
blade, to facilitate slicing of thin growth 
such as grasses or undergrowth up to 1 '* 
diameter, flush with the ground, so as 
to avoid dangerous spikes of angula rly 
cut saplings - also to cut trail in the 
dark by feel and to cut under water 

This thin Brush hook should never be 
used with a blow, but sickle fashion with 
a slicing cut, viz: "from the root" to¬ 
ward you. 

It forms a practical extension to the 
reach of your arm for pulling yourself 
up hills in brushy areas or against shore, 
to pick up or drag spiked branches etc. 
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It is also an unexpected element in close 
combat, the only cutting edge tool known 
to be effective on the backward motion. 
The entire blade and tang is made of 
high carbon-manganese tool steel hard¬ 
ened and tempered to maintain a razor 
edge and is rustproofed. 

The Hardwood grip of the 681 is of the 
QPEN type, to permit wearing several 
sets of gloves in the arctic and the web¬ 
bing sling keeps the Pal at close reach, 
when the bearing hand is momentarily 
needed for other functions. 

The countersunk tang of the blade is 
both cemented and riveted to the grip 
and the conical ferrule binds them perm¬ 
anently together. 

The broad head of the blade is ground 
for use as a trenching tool and in the 
back of the blade a notch provides a se¬ 
curity stop for the little finger. Hold and 
guide the tool entirely with the left hand 
while trenching, using the right hand 
and arm to supply the driving power for 
the job. 
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MAX WEIGHT 
TO PROOUCE MOMENTUM 



CONCAVE!» CURVED 
JUlOKZHUt* 
CONVEX GWUMO 
«1£ EDGE 


WOODMAN'S PAL 784 
F5* - 


BEVELLED PTVOT FOR 
LITTLE HNGEH 


permanently thin 
SCALE BLADE 


SAfETV WJSH H00A 


SURVIVAL AXE M1L-S-8642C - Typ« IV 
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SURVIVAL AXE 784 
MIL-S-8642C - Typ« IV 

This tool is similiar to the Survival Axe 681, 
except that it has the closed type handle, 
mode of pigskin (warm in winter and cool 
in summer) plus a metal knuckle guard to 
protect your fingers while working in brush 
and briars or when chopping close to the 
ground . 

For inclusion in Seat Packs or Survival Kits, 
the overall length has been reduced to 
14-5/8" and is otherwise identical to the 
Standard Woodmen "s Pal (16-1/2") of which 
hundreds of thousands are in use throughout 
the Free world in Forestry, Agriculture and 
Sports and over 75,000 of which have been 
supplied to the Armed Forces in World War 
II . 
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USE OF THE SURVIVAL AXE: 681 and 784 


In the Tropics and Sub Arctic: 

Cut brush & briar in camp 17 

Blaze ond clear windfalls & trails 17 

Cut and point stakes and poles 16 

Cut ond point tent pegs 151 

Build temporary shelter 17 

Build brush dams 17 

Cut pineboughs or straw for bedding 20 
" cocoonut leaves for thatch 20 

or for matting 20 

" kindling and small firewood 2\ 

Make fuzzsticks 2 

" birdnests to ignite 

standing trees 15-24 

" campfire racks and 

cooking equipment 51 

" f ishtraps 5) 

" fish spears 78 

" oars 122 

cocoanut husking sticks 96 

watervessels of bamboo joints 9 I 
snares & traps for game 47 

tourniquets and splints 8 

wedges to split logs 24 

Cut fine brush to fill ruts in 

soft ground or landing fields 

to create traction 

grass and brush for Giant 

markers 13 

In the Desert: 

Dig trenches and woterholes 41 
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USE OF THE SURVIVAL AXE (cont.) 


In Hie Arctic: 

Dig and trench in tundra 18 

Dig in hard snow 18 

Cut drift wood 24 

" kindling & small firewood 

" tepee poles 18 

Build leanto frames 17 

" birdnests 16 

Build fire reflectors 18 


Cut game carcasses and frozen meat 
As a weapon of Defense 

*NOTE: The numbers represent page 
numbers in the AF Survival manual. 


WHEN CUTTING SPROUTS "from the 
root", spread your feet and lean forward 
With the free hand bend the sprout 
under your elbow and with the other 
hand and rigidly outstretched arm, set 
the Bush hook into the strained outer 
fibre of the stem. 

With a brisk, short, backward movement 
of your upper body, — not of the arm 

alone, - and without moving your feet, 

slice off the sprout close to the ground, 
swiftly and with little effort. 

This procedure will result in "close and 

low cropping", - eliminating danger to 

campers stumbling or falling on sharp 
and dangerous spikes. 
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Slice off brush close to the ground and 
avoid production of sharp daggerlike 
stumps dongerous to walk or fall on. 
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Point poles and make emergency repairs 
to vehicles and equipment etc. by using 
the Pal as a Draw-shave. 
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Lift branches to be stripped off the 
ground, hold thick end tightly and cut 
away from you toward tip. 
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To build a cool tropical shelter, strip 
leaves from palm fronds for arched raft¬ 
ers and tie with ridgepole. 

Split long leaf stalks and weave leaves 
into thatchstrips, laid on rafters overlap¬ 
ping, shingle foshion. 

18 



Remove humus for fire protection and 
do emergency digging with the trenching 
edge at the head of the tool, using left 
hand as guide, resting against the trench¬ 
ing notch and the other hand as power 
on the hilt of the tool. 
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SURVIVAL SAW UNIT 
MIL-S-8642C Typ* HI 
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THE SURVIVAL SAW UNIT TYPE III 


consists of a water repellent and mildew 
resistant duck zipper case CZ-SS-N2 with 
abeltsleeve for attaching to any type belt. 
It has a pair of Eyelets in its cover flap in¬ 
to which the military belt hook of the Axe 
Unit can be fastened. 

It Contains: 

A. The Survival Saw Grip SS-7 into 
which large saw teeth are incorporated 
to lift the snow shavings from the saw 
kerf when sawing snow blocks. Though 
the knocked-down saw fits into the stand¬ 
ard bucketseat , the assembled Saw per¬ 
mits cutting 16"-18" snowbiocks to build 
igloos of compact snow at great speed. 

B. The Log Saw Blade SS-2N with which 
you can rapidly cut green, frozen or dry 
logs up to 20" diameter, as well as pack¬ 
ed snow or ice It has at its point a bevel¬ 
ed ice pick, to start sawing in hard snow 
and ice and a skinning knife edge . 

When building snow houses (igloos) yau 
can trim your blocks readily with the 
assembled saw and undercut the corners 
of the snowbiocks from the inside, so 
that they will settle into a solid, compact 
wall. 
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Contrary ro a conventional kniFeblade, the 
sawiJacii-, when used as a snawknife will 
not rjl'jnce of* and produce a straight cut . 

C. The Scraper S-Nlwith which you can 
di:i fj cave in the snow, even though you 
rr.ay be disabled or alone and not fit to build 
a snow house,-or in the dark or in stormy 
weather when you cannot hunt For your 
plane or for suitable cover . 

This soraper is a I ways attached to the saw- 
grip, as first aid when inside the canvas 
case andlseasilydetachable and exchange¬ 
able for the regular sawblade . 

D. THE HACK SAW BLADE N-0.050. This 
Hacksaw blade fits into the Victor SawGrip 
shown on page 20 and is quickly inter¬ 
changeable with the Lagsaw blade and the 
Scraper. It is a Special Navy 0.050 push 
type push saw with a soft unbreakable 
blade, the 24 teeth per inch being elec¬ 
trically hardened to Rockwell C60 / 2 and 
reground after setting and hardening to pro¬ 
vide e*tra clearance. Exert pressure on 
Saw only on Forward stroke to avoid stripping 
of teeth. !t is used to cut bolts, nails, 
washers, bars, angles and pipes on wrecked 
plbnes and to make repairs to your small 
equipment . 
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E USE OF THE SAW UNIT 
In the Tropics or Subarctic: 

Cut Fire logs 
" logs for Giant Signals 
" construction timber for durable 
shelter 

" raft logs 122 

bridge timber 

" stakes for plane anchors 
struts for plane supports 
Notch timbers for landing piers 
Make camp table and bench members 
" poles 122 

game traps, dead falls, etc. 48 

In Desert: 

Cut plane tubing for tent poles and pegs 


with hacksaw 

In the Arctic or Compact Snow: 

Cut snowblocks for igloos 151 

" snowblocks for shelterwalls 149 

" snowblocks for windbreaks 
" snowblocks for ground signals 
" snowblocks for block and para¬ 
chute shelter 151 

" driftwood 24 

iceblocks & ice - igloo windows 

fishing holes in ice 68 

" frozen meat and gome 


“A sharp sau?, cuts faster and more 
accurate than a knife or axe.” 

Use SCRAPER to dig snow, ice, coral, 
sand, cocoanut, scale fish, etc. 
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F. Instruction Manual: 

(monograph No. 1 4 — B) 

SHARPEN teeth of Sawgrip by a few passes 
of the coarse flat side of the Safety Shar¬ 
pen ing Stone . 


The Global Survival Kit and/or its compo¬ 
nent parts are covered by U. S. Patents, 
and U . S . and Foreign pending patent ap- 
pl ications . 
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Keep moving and wabblo (ho motal cover of this open book lo produce 





















